[Companions of surgical patients at the university hospital of Point G, Bamako].
Determine the median number of accompanying by patient, the nature of the bonds between accompanying and patient, to describe the contribution of accompanying in the assumption of responsibility by the patients. It was about an exploratory study which proceeded in the Department of surgery B of the CHU of the Point G in Bamako, from October 2001 at January 2002. It related to the whole of the patients having been hospitalized during at least 24 hours and their accompanying as well. We recruited 100 patients profiting all from an accompaniment. The total frequency of the accompaniment was of 100%. The middle age of accompanying was 38.3 years. The female sex was prevalent (59.2%). The most frequent occupations were the housewives in 30.3%. The number of accompanying by patient varied from 1 to 4. Accompanying were especially the son or daughter in 27 cases (19.0%), husband or wife in 18 cases (12.8%), Mother in 14 cases (9.9%), father in 12 cases (8.5%). The contribution of accompanying with the patients was: financial contribution in 34.5% of the cases. The technical personnel was considered as being not available by 45.8% of accompanying, not very courteous by 52.1%, not very accessible by 52.8%. The accompaniment of the patient by his close relations in the hospital structures is a phenomenon of great vitality in Africa. It mitigates the insufficiency of medical staff significantly.